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A |Initial Bite

Break in the skin

B Pain, Swelling, and Progressive Edema

Edema
Leading edge

D \ "
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C Blisters and Ecchymosis

Ecchymosis Blisters

D Fasciotomy

Fasciotomy
(disfiguring procedure without
demonstrated benefit)
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Components of the ABCDE approach

~
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Airway
A patent airway is a priority

Breathing
Effective breathing is essential

2
i
&,

Circulation
Adequate oxygenation is crucial

Disability
Level of consciousness

Environment
Signs of concern on and around the patient’s body

World Health Organization, 2018
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Neurotoxic effects

Neurotoxicity
from Berg adder

Bitis atropos bite:

The patient is
contracting the
(forehead)
frontalis muscle in
an attempt to
open his eyes
despite bilateral

ptosis
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